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Part I (35 points) 

A. Rules of the Game / Amy Tan 

 

1. "My mother imparted her daily truth…" 

2. Give ONE example of these truths. 

 Strongest wind cannot be seen 

 Wise guy, he not go against the wind 

 Don't know why, find out yourself 

 

3. Waverly's mother bought her daughter the salted plums (-) 

  (ii) because Waverly kept quiet 

 

4. The title of the story refers to the game of chess but chess is also a metaphor. 

Explain. 

The game of chess is a metaphor for the game of life. In life, too, one has to know the 

rules if one wants to be successful. Waverly uses the rules her mother teaches her in 

order to succeed in chess, but she also uses the rules of chess in order to achieve what 

she wants. The invisible strength – self-control, withholding knowledge – which are 

taught to her by her mother help her defeat her opponents in chess but also to get what 

she wants from her mother. She learns to keep her goal in mind from the beginning 

and to use tactics and strategy when she plays chess, but she also uses what she has 

learnt to get her mother's permission to participate in the tournaments, for example. At 

the end of the story, when she ponders her next move, she doesn't refer to the game, 

but to her conflict with her mother. She has to think how to behave, what strategy to 

use, in order to gain her independence. 
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5. a. At the end of the story Waverly thinks to herself: "Opposite me was my 

 opponent, two angry black slits. She wore a triumphant smile." How does Waverly 

see her relationship with her mother at this point in the story? 

           Thinking skill I chose: Inferring 

At the moment Waverly sees her mother as her opponent. Moreover, She 

realizes that her mother is a fierce opponent who is able to defeat her, as is 

quite clear from her day dream, in which her mother's black pieces push 

Waverly's white pieces off the chess board. She sees her relationship with her 

in terms of a chess competition in which she has to find the correct strategy 

and tactics in order to win. 

  b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question 4a.  

    Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

 In order to answer this question I used the HOTS of inferring to understand 

how the image that Waverly sees in her mind reflects what she thinks about 

her relationship with her mother.  

 

OR: 

 

Compare and contrast the attitudes of Waverly and her mother to American 

values. 

Waverly has become Americanized. She wishes to be independent and rebels 

against her mother's authority, something unheard of in the Chinese culture. 

Waverly's mother, on the other hand, wishes to preserve Chinese culture, 

which, she feels, is superior to the American culture. She mistrusts the 

Americans and their rules, she thinks Americans are lazy. Yet, she wants her 

daughter to be successful in American terms. 

. 
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B. The Enemy / Pearl Buck 

6. Why do the servants leave Sadao and Hana? 

They are superstitious and think that because Sadao interferes with fate by saving the 

white man, fate  might take revenge on them all. They also believe it is wrong to treat 

the American because he is the enemy. 

 

 

7. Give TWO facts we know about Sadao's relationship with his father. 

(1) As a kid Sadao admired his father. 

(2) Sadao was respectful and obedient to his father. 

 

8. What is the importance of the setting of the story? Explain. 

The story takes place on the coast of Japan during World War II. It is very important 

because it highlights Sadao's moral dilemma – whether or not to save the life of a 

white man – his enemy or to throw him back into the sea and cause his death.  

9. a. "You are a good man," the General murmured and closed his eyes. "You will  

 be rewarded…But Sadao…had his reward." 

 Thinking skill I chose: Inferring 

 Sadao's reward was the fact that he had saved a man's life. He did the right the right 

thing and didn't break his vow despite the feelings about treating an enemy. 

 

b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question 9a.  

  Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

In order to answer this question I had to read between the lines. The reward is only 

implied and not stated clearly 
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OR: 

 

10.  After the General's recovery Sadao understands "…that the General was in the palm of his 

hand and that as a consequence he himself was perfectly safe." What motives might the 

General still have for protecting Sadao? Explain. 

The General's motive for protecting Sadao is the fact that he might need to be 

operated on again. If he doesn't protect him, Sadao might take revenge and not do his 

best to save the General's life on the next operation. The general neglected his duty 

and didn't send the assassins to kill the American. Sadao could inform on him if he 

were arrested. 

 

 

 

 

Part II (35 points) 

 

C. All My Sons / Arthur Miller 

11. Sue says she does not want Ann and Chris to live near them after they marry because (-) 

(ii) Chris might influence Jim to go into research 

 

12. Why were Joe and Steve put in jail? 

They sold faulty cylinder heads to the army air force and cause the death of 21 pilots 

when their planes crashed. 

 

13. George arrives at the Keller home wearing his father's hat. What is the significance of this? 

It means that George identifies with his father and wants to confront Keller for 

making his father the patsy and putting all the blame on him. 
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14. a. Chris says in Act III: "The cats in the alley are practical, the bums who ran  

away when we were fighting were practical. Only the dead ones were not practical." 

Can Chris be seen as a practical person? Explain.    

   Thinking skill I chose: Inferring 

Chris eventually can be seen as a practical person because at the end of Act III 

as his father's guilt is revealed, he doesn't turn him over to the authorities. All 

he does is go away. 

  b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question  

    14a. 

    Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

 I used Inferring because from the way Chris acts at this point, it is clear that he 

is more of a practical person rather than an idealist who acts only according to 

his values because he makes a compromise. 

 

OR: 

 

15. Evaluate Ann's character in light of her behavior in Act III. 

In Act III we learn that Ann, who seems at the beginning of the play as an 

idealistic person cutting off her relationship with her father after "his crime is 

revealed", is practically selfish. In order to achieve her happiness and marry 

Chris, she bargains with Kate, saying she would do nothing about Joe who 

framed her father provided that Kate tells Chris that she approves of their 

marriage.  

 

D. The Wave / Morton Rhue 

16. What are two of the mottos of The Wave organization? Strength Through (-) 

(i) Discipline 

(ii) Community 
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17. Why did Ben start the experiment? 

In order to answer students' questions about how such a thing as the Holocaust could 

have ever occurred. 

 

18. "Ben had tried to find out what…attracted students to The Wave. Some …said that they 

were all equals now" 

What would Laurie say about this fact? Explain. 

Laurie would clearly disagree. She believes in individualism and for people to be able 

to stress their different personalities rather than conformism which allows people to 

feel equal but depresses their free spirit.  

  

19. a. Explain why the Grapevine's office reminds Carl of Anne Frank's attic. 

   Thinking skill I chose: Inferring 

It reminds him of Ann Frank's attic because that is where the newspaper staff 

"hides" from the Wave members. It is their safe place just like the attic was for 

Ann Frank. 

 

  b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question                              

   19a.  

   Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I used the HOTS of inferring because I had to infer the meaning of Carl's 

statement which is only implied.  
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OR: 

20. What do you predict will be in the editorial column of The Grapevine after the final 

Wave rally? 

I predict that Laurie will discuss the consequences of the Wave and its effects on all 

the students. She would probably discuss the violence, its causes and its meaning. 

She might also discuss the fact that under the right circumstances Fascism could rise 

again and that we must all be aware of it and fight against it.  

 

 

 

 

 

Part III (30 points) 

 

21. A Summer's Reading / Bernard Malamud 

"Many first generations Americans, like Bernard Malamud, valued education as a path to 

opportunity for themselves and their children," From an interview for the Paris Review 

with Bernard Malamud by Daniel Stern. 

Explain how this quote adds to your understanding of the story. 

 

This information adds to my understanding of the story because it explains the 

attitude of almost all the characters in the story to George's reading. George himself 

understands that he has to improve his education if he wants to achieve the American 

dream of a house and a garden and money in your pocket. His sister supports him 

when she hears that he is reading and gives him a dollar a week, Mr. Cattanzara 

encourages him to read and spreads the rumor that he has finished reading 100 books, 

all the neighbors look upon George with approval. The story seems to express what 

first generation Americans felt about education as a way to ensure a better future for 

themselves and their children. 
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22. As I Grew Older / Langston Hughes 

"Poets who write about love, roses and moonlight…must lead a very quiet life. 

Unfortunately, having been born poor – and – also colored – in Missouri, I was stuck in the 

mud from the beginning. Although I wanted to float off into the clouds, poverty and 

racism would grab me by the heels, and I would land right back on earth." Langston 

Hughes. 

Explain how this quote adds to your understanding of the poem. 

 

Langston Hughes' words express clearly what the symbolical meaning of the wall in 

the poem is: racism and poverty are the obstacles that stood in the poet's way to 

realizing his dreams and in the case of this poem we can identify the speaker as the 

poet. Missouri where the poet was born, is one of the Southern states in the USA 

where racism was most evident. And a poor black boy could not get proper education 

and reach any higher goals he set for himself. The call for breaking the wall at the end 

of the poem is a call for fighting and crushing discrimination and racial inequality. 

 

23. Grandmother / Sameeneh Shirazie 

"No matter what age you are, or what your circumstances might be, you are special, and 

still have something unique to offer. Your life, because of who you are, has meaning." 

Barbara De Angelis. 

Explain how this quote adds to your understanding of the poem. 

 

This is also the message of the poem Grandmother. The poet regrets that she has not 

paid more attention to her grandmother, that she didn't plan to stay and listen to her, 

for treating her just like "old life", as elderly people are often treated in modern 

societies, instead of a valuable human being. She says in this poem that although her 

grandmother is old and poor and probably uneducated she is a valuable human being. 
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