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Alternate answers to all questions may be accepted if suitable. 

 

Part I (35 points) 

 

A. The Split Cherry Tree / Jesse Stuart 

 

1. Why does Dave say to Professor Herbert, "I wish it would be quicker punishment" 

 (i) Because he needs to go home. 

 

2. Before Pa goes to the school, Dave says that Pa won't understand "that school had 

changed in the hills from the way it was when he was a boy"… How is Dave's 

education different from his father's expectations? 

Pa expects Dave to sit in class and study in a traditional way, but in Dave's school the 

students learn in a modern way: they use modern methods and equipment, such as 

microscopes, they go on field trips, study in labs and study subjects such biology that 

Pa knows nothings about. 

 

 

3. When Dave comes home late at the beginning of the story, Pa says, "Make a 

gentleman out'n one boy in th' family and this is what you get!" . What does Pa 

mean by this? 

Pa means that he sent Dave to school in order to make it easier for him in the future. 

Dave is the only one in the family to have a high school education. Pa expects Dave 

to acknowledge this privilege and to continue helping him on the farm. He expresses 

his disappointment when Dave comes late and doesn't do his chores.  

 

4. a.    How do Dave's feelings toward his father change by the end of the story?  

   Give information from the story to support your answer. 

    Note: For this question use ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix  

  .on page 10 (נספח)   



  
 

         Thinking skill I chose: Distinguishing different Perspectives 

Dave was afraid that his father would embarrass and shame him at school. 

However, during Pa's visit to the school, Dave saw his father in a different 

light. His father gained respect from the kids and Prof. Herbert because of 

his attitude to animals. Dave was proud of his father. He understood that his 

father had common sense and values he believed in: honesty, paying one's 

debts and being kind to animals.  

 

  b. Explain why you chose that particular  skill to answer question 4a.  

  Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

  I used the HOTS of DISTINGUISHING DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVES because it 

helped me understand how Dave's perspective of his father and his attitude 

to him changed after Pa's visit to school. 

OR: 

I used the HOTS of COMPARING AND CONTRASTING because in order to 

answer this question I had to compare Dave's attitude to his father at the 

beginning of the story to his attitude at the end of the story. 

  

OR: 

5.   a.        How does Pa's meeting with Professor Herbert at school change Pa's  

 perspective of the professor? Give information from the story to support 

your answer.  

Pa came to school with a low opinion of Prof. Herbert.  He thought that Prof. 

Herbert was an unfair man who treated his son unfairly.  Pa changed his 

opinion because Prof. Herbert didn't look down on him, but treated him with 

respect. He was not intimidated by Pa's gun, but still thought that Dave's 

father deserved an explanation of his behavior. Prof. Herbert invited Pa to 

stay at school so he could understand what the kids were learning there. At 

the end of the day Pa realized that Prof. Herbert was a good man who had 

the students' interest at heart.  

 



  
 

b.    How does Professor Herbert's opinion of Pa change during the story? Give 

information from the story to support your answer.  

Prof. Herbert first saw Pa as a threating figure (he pointed a gun at him). 

However, during the visit Pa was revealed as a fair and kind man who has 

principles he believes in.   

OR: 

B. RULES OF THE GAME / Amy Tan 

6. What do Waverly and her mother argue about towards the end of the story? 

  (iv) The fact that her mother wants to show her off. 

 

7. When Waverly finally returns home after her argument with her mother, how 

does her mother react? 

She refuses to talk to her and tells the family to ignore her. 

 

8. What is the importance of the setting of the story? Give information from the 

story to support your answer. 

The setting of the story is Chinatown in San Francisco. It reflects the cultural conflict 

in the story between Mrs. Jong and her daughter.  Mrs. Jong, the Chinese mother, 

wants to preserve her Chinese heritage and expects her child to behave accordingly - 

be obedient, respectful and have self-control. Waverly, on the other hand, wants to 

be like all American children - independent and in control of her own life. 

  

9. a. How does the education Waverly gets from her mother help make her a good  

chess player? Give information from the story to support your answer.  

       Note: For this question use ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix  

  .on page 10 (נספח)       

 Thinking skill I chose: Explaining cause and effect  

Waverly's mother taught her the art of invisible strength – not to reveal her feelings 

or emotions, to be patient and delay gratification, to figure things out for herself and 

not to rely on other people, to aim higher, not to be lazy like Americans and find out 

the rules in order to move forward. All this was used by Waverly when she played 

chess and helped her to win.  



  
 

 

b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question 9a.  

  Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I chose Explaining Cause and Effect because Waverly success in Chess is also due to 

her mother's wisdom and the way she educated Waverly. 

 

OR: 

 

10. a.       The relationship between Waverly and her mother is like that of chess  

players. Explain the pattern of their behavior. Give information from the 

story to support your answer.  

Waverly and her mother are in conflict. They are opponents. Each one wants 

to have the upper hand. Mrs. Jong expects Waverly to be obedient while 

Waverly becomes rude and disobedient. For example, Mrs. Jong shows 

Waverly off and Waverly resents it. Finally she is rude to her mother and 

runs away. Mrs. Jong reacts by ordering the family to ignore her. Waverly 

now has to ponder her next move.   

b. What does Waverly gain and what does she lose as a result of this 

relationship with her mother? Give information from the story to support 

your answer.  

Waverly gains independence while losing her mother's emotional support. 

 

 

Part II (35 points) 

C. ALL MY SONS / Arthur Miller 

11. George says about Steve "He's like that now. He'd like to take every man who 

made money in the war and put him up against a wall". How has Steve changed? 

(i) He now understands what they did wrong during the war. 

 

 



  
 

12. Joe Keller says that Steve Deever is "a little man". Give ONE example that Joe gives 

to prove this. 

One of the following: 

• He left the boiler burning for two days without water and didn't take the blame 

for it. 

• He gave Frank money to invest and when the stock went down he blamed 

Frank for it. 

 

13. Kate says about George: "All these years he never even sent a postcard to Steve… 

Suddenly he takes an airplane from New York to see him." What is she worried 

about? 

Kate is worried that George is going to reopen the case. She is afraid he has found 

out new evidence that would put the blame for the crashed airplanes and the death 

of the pilots on Joe. 

 

14. a. Chris: "Tell me, George. What happened? The court record was good  

enough for you all these years, why isn't it good now? What did you 

believe it all these years?"  

George: "Because you believed it… That's the truth, Chris." What does the 

above quote tell us about the relationship between Chris and George?  

Note: For this question use ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix 

  .on page 10 (נספח)

Thinking skill I chose: Inferring 

The quote tells us that Chris and George were very good friends. George 

believed that Chris was an honest man and he accepted everything Chris 

believed in without questioning it.  

 

  b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question  

    14a. Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I chose this thinking skill because I had to infer what kind of relationship 

George and Chris had, based on the conversation between them. 

 



  
 

OR: 

15.   a.      Keller: "A daughter is a daughter, and a father is a father." What does Keller  

mean by this? 

Keller means that children should be loyal to their parents and stand by them 

no matter what the circumstances are. For Joe the family is above all. 

  

b. Compare this view to that of George and Ann towards their father, Steve.  

George and Ann cut off their relations with their father once he was convicted. 

For them the responsibility to society is more important than family ties. 

 

D.    THE WAVE / Morton Rhue 

 

16.    Why doesn't Laurie want to give The Wave salute at the football game? 

(ii) She doesn't  believe in The Wave. 

 

17. "Only that I met Elaine Billings [Robert's mother]… and she told me Robert is a 

completely new person". What change can be seen in Robert? 

Robert became a good student who participates in class. / His external appearance 

has improved. / He gained confidence. / He serves as a role model. / He initiates 

things like offering to become Mr. Ross' bodyguard. 

 

18. What is the importance of "The Grapevine", the school newspaper, for the story? 

The Grapevine enables Laurie and her staff to expose The Wave, to show its negative 

and destructive effects and to bring it to the attention of a wider audience of 

students and teachers. It arouses reactions among students and school staff and it 

also brings the violence and intimidation involved to Ben Ross' attention. It 

contributes to putting a stop to the Wave.   

 

19. a.   At the beginning of the novel the pupils ask how the average German  

could accept a government that was so violent and intolerant. Does Ben 

Ross's experiment give them an answer to this question? Give information 

from the story to support your answer.  



  
 

Note: For this question use ONE of the thinking skills from the Appendix 

  .on page 10 (נספח)

Thinking skill I chose: Comparing and contrasting 

Many members of The Wave used violence and intimidation against people 

who refused to join or criticized The Wave (like the Nazi government). 

Others were afraid to express their opinions against the movement and  

some joined even though they didn't really like it. In this way they behaved 

very much like most average Germans who were not Nazis but accepted the 

Nazi's rule and didn't oppose them. This comparison is made clear by Ben 

Ross at the last rally.   

         b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question  

    19a. Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I used this HOTS because it helped me see the similarity between the 

situation in school while the experiment was going on and the situation in 

Nazi Germany. 

 

OR: 

20.  

a. While David and Brian are waiting to talk to Laurie after school, David says, 

"Okay, now just let me take care of this alone," and Brian answers, "Just as 

long as she understands… We're not playing around any more". What can we 

infer about The Wave from this dialogue? 

The Wave is no longer a fad, but a dangerous and violent movement that can't 

accept any criticism.  

b. How does The Wave affect the relationship between David and Laurie?   

David is enthusiastic about The Wave while Laurie understands its dangers and 

opposes it. This leads to their breakup.  However, when Davis uses violence in an 

argument with her, he suddenly understands that she is right about The Wave. 

Both now decide to ask Mr. Ross to put a stop to it. 

 

 



  
 

Part III (30 points) 

21. MR. KNOW ALL / Somerset Maugham 

In the above quote we learn that a patient observer can find out the true secrets of 

other people. In our story the narrator as well as Mr. Kelada are the observers who 

learn the true secrets of others. Mr. Kelada learns Mrs. Ramsay's secret while 

watching her face as he inspects her pearls. The narrator too sees that something is 

wrong, but he doesn't know what it is until the next morning when the envelope 

with the 100 dollar bill is pushed under the cabin's door. At that moment he also 

discovers Mr. Kelada's true nature – a sensitive and compassionate person who was 

willing to ruin his own reputation in order to save Mrs. Ramsay's marriage. It turned 

out that Mr. Kelada was the opposite of the arrogant, rude person he seemed to be.  

 

22. THE ENEMY / Pearl S. Buck 

In the above description we understand that the Japanese treated their prisoners 

cruelly, ignoring international agreements. In the story, while helping Sadao in the 

operation, Hana sees the scars on the American's body. She remembers the rumors 

she heard about the Japanese cruel treatment of POW's. She thinks of the general 

who is cruel to his wife and tends to believe the rumors. Hana and Sadao behave 

according to the international agreements in spite of the danger they put 

themselves in.   

 

 

  

 


