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Alternate answers to all questions may be accepted if suitable. 

 

Part I (35 points) 

 

A. Ozymandias / Percy Bysshe Shelley 

 

1. Which of the following is true of the speaker of the poem? 

i) He met a person who had seen the statue of Ozymandias. 

 

2. What parts of the statue of Ozymandias still remain? Name TWO. 

Two of the following: 

• Two vast and trunkless legs of stone / two enormous legs  / big and trunkless 

legs / legs 

• a shattered visage/ the face (of the sculpture half sunk in the sand)  

. 

3. What do we learn about the personality of Ozymandias from the statue? Support 

your answer with information from the poem. 

Ozymandias was arrogant and saw himself as king of kings. The wrinkled lip and the 

sneer express pride, even arrogance and disrespect for everyone else. The cold 

command shows that the person who was sculpted was ruthless and used to being 

obeyed.  

 

4. a.    "My name is Ozymandias, king of kings: 

   Look at my works, ye mighty, and despair! 

   Nothing besides remains." 

   In what way is the last line of this quote surprising? 

         Thinking skill I chose: Comparing and contrasting 

Ozymandias believed that the monuments he'd built, including this 

sculpture, will testify to his greatness forever. The last line is surprising 

because it states that nothing of Ozymandias's great works have survived, 



  
 

  

except the remains of this statue. It emphasizes that even the most 

ambitious enterprises of man cannot overcome time and nature. 

  b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question 4a.  

    Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I chose this HOTS because by comparing the expectations of such a great 

ruler as Ozymandias to reality, one can see why the last line is surprising.  

Or: 

Thinking skill I chose: Distinguishing different perspectives 

I chose this thinking skill because I had to distinguish between Ozymandias's 

view of himself and his achievements and the traveler's and the poet's view 

which they emphasized in the last line. / to show the contradiction between 

Ozymandias' hopes and beliefs and reality as seen through the eyes of the 

traveler and the poet. 

OR: 

 

5.  "Round the decay 

 Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare, 

 The lone and level sands stretch far away." 

a. How does Ozymandias's perspective of reality differ from that described in 

the above quote? 

Ozymandias believed his statue along with all his other works would last 

forever and testify that he was a great ruler. However, the statue is ruined 

and none of his other works has survived. The sand has covered them all. 

There is no sign of his greatness.  

b. How do the lines quoted in 5a reflect the main idea of the poem? 

They demonstrate the power of time and nature over man and his 

ambitions. They show that man's achievements are temporary. They show 

that in the course of time even the greatest ruler is insignificant. 

 

OR: 

 



  
 

  

B. A Summer's Reading / Bernard Malamud 

 

6. The result of George's leaving school at the age of sixteen was (-). 

ii) He spent most of his days doing nothing 

 

7. When George went to the park he wished for a better life. Give TWO examples of 

things he wished for. 

 Two of the following: 

• a good job. 

• a private house with a porch, on a street with trees.  

• some money  

• a girl to go with  

• He wanted people to like and respect him.  

 

8. When George first meets Mr. Cattanzara he lies to him about reading books 

because he wants his respect. Why is Mr. Cattanzara's respect so important to 

George? Support your answer with information from the story. 

George wants Mr. Cattanzara's respect because he is an intelligent man who knows 

a lot.  George likes him because he treated him nicely when he was a child and he is 

really interested in him. He is different than the others and asks different questions. 

 

9. a. How do you think Mr. Cattanzara sees George? Support your answer with 

information from the story.  

 Thinking skill I chose: Inferring 

Mr. Cattanzara probably sees some potential in George. He thinks that George hasn't 

yet matured and hasn't learnt to take responsibility for his life. He is without 

direction and needs someone to guide him. He sees George as a reflection of himself 

when he was a young man and he tries to encourage George to change his situation, 

to get an education and succeed in life so that he will not end up like him. 

 

 



  
 

  

b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question 9a.  

  Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I chose inferring because we are not told explicitly how Mr. Cattanzara sees George. 

I had to infer it from Mr. Cattanzara's attempts to help him make a change and take 

responsibility for his life. 

 

OR: 

 

10. "He stayed in his room for almost a week, except to sneak into the kitchen when   

nobody was home." 

a. What caused George to stay in his room for a week? 

George was afraid Mr. Cattanzara would tell everybody that he wasn't 

reading and expose him as a liar.  

b. In what way is this behavior typical of George? Support your answer with 

information from the story. 

George tries to avoid his problems instead of solving them. For example, he 

doesn't go back to school and has different excuses for not doing so. He 

avoids Mr. Cattanzara after lying to him. He doesn't take responsibility.  

 

 

Part II (35 points) 

 

C. All My Sons / Arthur Miller 

 

11. In Act I Chris says to Keller, "We've made a terrible mistake with Mother" because 

he thinks that (-). 

(iii) they shouldn't have let her believe Larry is alive 

 

 

 

 



  
 

  

12. "Keller: Say, I ain't got time to get sick. 

Mother: He hasn't been laid up in fifteen years. 

Keller: Except my flu during the war. 

Mother: Huhh?" 

What effect does this dialogue have on George? 

George understands that his father's version was correct. At that moment it was 

obvious that Joe lied in court saying he was sick. George is furious and demands that 

Ann leave with him and not marry Chris. 

 

13. At the beginning of Act II Sue complains to Ann about Chris's "phony idealism". 

What does she mean by this? Support your answer with information from the 

play. 

Sue blames Chris of phony idealism. She thinks he should not ask other people not to 

compromise when he himself does. He should not encourage Jim to do research which 

pays very little, while he himself works for his father and takes money out of the plant.  

 

14. a. In Act I Keller says to Chris, "I want a new sign over the plant – Christopher  

Keller, Incorporated." Chris answers, "J.O. Keller is good enough."  

Why doesn't Chris want his name on the business? Support your answer 

with information from the play. 

   Thinking skill I chose: Inferring 

 At the end of the play Chris says he has always suspected his father. Joe's 

offer frightens him. He doesn't want to be connected with the plant and its 

history of crime. / Chris feels guilty for having become materialistic and 

taking money out of the plant. He doesn't want to deepen his involvement 

in the firm. / Chris doesn't like his work in the plant and does it only because 

it's his father's wish.  

 

 

 

 



  
 

  

  b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question  

    14a. Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I chose this thinking skill because Chris doesn't explain his refusal to have his 

name on the sign of the plant.  

Or: 

   Thinking skill I chose: Explaining cause and effect 

 

  b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question  

    14a. Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

I chose this thinking skill because I had to find the cause for Chris's refusal to 

have his name on the sign.  

 

 

OR: 

15. In Act III Keller says to Mother: "I'm askin' you. What am I, a stranger? I thought I 

had a family here. What happened to my family?" 

a. Why does Joe feel this way? 

           Joe feels isolated and less sure of himself. Chris has run away. Kate refuses to 

cooperate with him. The truth has finally come out and it has caused his family, 

which was the most important thing for him, to fall apart.   

b. Compare and contrast Joe's view of family before and after he hears the 

contents of Larry's letter. Support your answer with information from the 

play. 

           Before hearing the content of Larry's letter Joe puts his family above everything 

else.  He believes that family should always be put before the rest of the world 

and the members of the family should be loyal to each other. He believes that 'a 

father is a father' and says that if there is something bigger than that he will put a 

bullet in his head.  After hearing why Larry decided to commit suicide he finally 

understands that there are social responsibilities and he should have treated the 

pilots as if they were his sons. For the first time he takes responsibility for the 

death of the pilots. 



  
 

  

D.    The Wave / Morton Rhue 

 

16. After Ben began The Wave experiment, what was ONE of the first new rules in his 

experiment? 

One of the following: 

• Sitting in a stiff upright position 

• Bringing pencils and notepaper for notetaking 

• Standing at the sides of the desks when answering or asking a question 

• Addressing Ben as Mr. Ross before answering or asking a question. 

 

17. As part of The Wave experiment, what reason does Ben give his class for not 

wanting them to compete with each other? 

 i) He wants them to feel that they are all equals 

 

18. Not long after Ben starts The Wave at school, his wife Christy says to him,  

"Maybe you're becoming a guinea pig in your own experiment." 

Discuss whether or not this statement is true. Support your answer with 

information from the novel. 

Yes, she is right. Ben was not in full control of the experiment. He became a leader 

without planning to be. His students carried out orders that he never gave, believing 

he did. Robert became his bodyguard though he didn’t think he needed one. He 

admitted that it was contagious and he felt that he was getting caught up in it. He 

even fantasized about the fame he would get because of the experiment. (an article 

in the paper). 

  Or: 

No, she is wrong. Ben was in full control of the experiment and achieved his aims.  

He made the students experience something of what it was like to live in Nazi 

Germany and how easily people could give in to a small organized and dogmatic 

group. He was the one to end the experiment. 

 

 



  
 

  

19. Just before Ben ends The Wave experiment, he says to Principal Owens: 

  "I realize now that I made a mistake." 

a. Did Ben make a mistake by starting The Wave at school? Support your 

answer with information from the novel. 

Thinking skill I chose: Explaining cause and effect 

Yes, Ben made a mistake because he manipulated the students at a time 

when they were still impressionable and had not yet formed their own 

personalities. They learnt their lesson that they too could behave like Nazis 

in a very painful way.  

Or: 

No, Ben didn't make a mistake. Thanks to the experiment his students learnt 

a very important lesson – they should rely only on themselves and not 

follow a leader blindly.  

 

         b. Explain why you chose that particular thinking skill to answer question  

    19a. Your answer must refer specifically to the text. 

In order to understand whether or not the experiment was a mistake I had 

to look at the effect it had on the students. 

 

OR: 

 

        20. Just before Ben Ross ends The Wave at the rally, Laurie says to David: 

"…there were good things about The Wave. It couldn't be all bad, or no one would 

have joined in the first place." 

a) Would Robert agree with Laurie? Support your answer with information from 

the novel. 

He will definitely agree. Thanks to The Wave, for the first time in his life, he is an 

equal and no one is making fun of him or giving him a hard time. It strengthens 

his confidence. Instead of being the class loser, he is a serious and accepted 

Wave member who takes responsibility for the movement and its leader 

(becomes Ben's bodyguard). 



  
 

  

b. How has David's perspective changed by the end of the experiment? Support your 

answer with information from the novel.  

He understands that The Wave has gained control over him and completely changed 

his behavior. He realizes that The Wave is dangerous and sees the truth in Laurie's 

criticism.  

 

 

 

Part III (30 points) 

 

21. Mr. Know-All 

E. In the quote we are told that Somerset Maugham understands human weaknesses 

and doesn't criticize people for them because he knows that people are not all good 

or bad. 

This can be seen in the story Mr. Know-All. Mr. Kelada, the main character is disliked 

because he tends to brag, he always knows everything, he is pushy and dominates 

the conversations and the activities on the ship. But he is also human, considerate 

and a real gentleman. He prefers to lose a bet and ruin his reputation in order to 

save Mrs. Ramsay's marriage.  

As said in the quote, Mr. Kelada is not all good or bad. He has both weaknesses and 

very good qualities and this is how Somerset Maugham presents him. 

 

F. The Split Cherry Tree 

Jesse Stuart based his stories on true stories. The story The Split Cherry Tree 

describes a family that is similar to the author's: Dave comes from a family of 

farmers and has to help out with the farm work, just like Stuart and his brothers. 

Dave's parents are uneducated and had only the most elementary schooling, but still 

send their son to high school because they believe education is important and would 

enable Dave to have a better life. Jesse Stuart's parents taught their children to 

values education and so did Dave's father. 


