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Alternate answers to all questions may be accepted if suitable. 
 

Part I (35 points) 

A. Mr. Know All / W. Somerset Maugham 

1. iv) chatty 

2. One of the following: 

• She slips the necklace inside her dress.  

• She flushes a little. 

3. Mr. Ramsay is an insensitive person. He is not aware of his wife's distress and 

doesn't see the desperate appeal on her face nor does he see in her attempt to 

prevent the bet any suspicious sign. Mr Kelada, on the other hand, is a sensitive 

person and realizes that she is in distress (and has something to hide). In addition 

Mr. Kelada is a gentleman who is ready to sacrifice his reputation in order to save 

Mrs. Ramsay while her husband is self-centered and therefore ignores her attempts 

to prevent the bet and does not behave in a gentlemanly way.  

4. a.  Thinking skill I chose: Explaining cause and effect 

Mr. Kelada's hands were trembling because by losing the bet and admitting 

that he was wrong, he was doing something that was in complete contrast 

to her character, especially since pearls were his expertise. He was lying in 

order to save Mrs. Ramsay and he knew that the price he had to pay 

(sacrificing his reputation) was very high.  

b. I chose this HOTS because it helped me see that Mr. Kelada's hands were 

trembling as a result of lying in order to save Mrs. Ramsay and the price he 

had to pay for it.   

OR: 

5.  a. In the end of the story, Mr. Kelada acts in the opposite way. He is 

embarrassed to talk about the bet (he reddens) and doesn't try to justify his 

deeds in order to show what a sensitive and caring person he is.  

b. He means that he became the target of jokes on the ship as a result of losing 

the bet and he didn't like it even though he lost the bet on purpose. 

 



 

 

OR: 

B. The Split Cheery Tree / Jesse Stuart 

 

6. iii)  He had to stay at school.  

7. Pa is angry with Prof. Herbert for punishing his son differently than the other boys 

and this is his way to solve problems. 

8. Dave thought that his father would not feel at home in the high school because he 

was wearing his work clothes which were in complete contrast to the clean tidy 

outfits of the students. His gun was in his holster. In addition he lacked manners and 

was uneducated.  He was out of place. 

9. a. Thinking skill I chose: Distinguishing different perspectives 

The first meeting between Pa and Prof. Herbert was tense. Pa was extremely 

angry with the professor and threatened him. However, Prof. Herbert 

treated him with respect and went out of his way to show him the school 

and the new methods of teaching. At this point in the story Pa seems to 

have changed his mind about Prof. Herbert and treats him in a very friendly 

manner. 

b. I chose this HOTS because I had to distinguish between Pa's hostility towards 

Prof. Herbert when they first met and his friendliness when he is in the lab. 

OR: 

10. a.         Pa understands that the world has changed: the school and teaching  

methods are modern and different from those that existed when he was a 

boy.  He seems intrigued by the new technology. He understands that he is 

behind the times and that the world has changed since he was a boy.  

b. Pa becomes softer: he helps Dave sweep the floor (though he is not used to  

doing it), he admits his weaknesses (his inability to sweep well), he admits to 

being wrong about school and encourages Dave to continue studying. He is 

no longer intimidating.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Part II (35 points) 

 

C. All My Sons / Arthur Miller 

11. iii) Larry's tree blew down. 

12. iv) to marry Chris. 

13. George is a lawyer and Joe is afraid that after visiting his father, George will want 

to reopen the case. By helping him find a good job in town he hopes George will be 

grateful and will forget his ideas about reopening the case. 

14. a. Thinking skill I chose: Explaining cause and effect  

 All the children suffered as a result of the war. 

• Chris was wounded during the war and lost most of his men. 

• George was wounded during the war and read about his father's trial when 

he was in the hospital. He lost his sweetheart Lydia who married Frank and 

he is lonely. 

• Ann lost her fiancé when Larry didn't return from the war and she is still 

unmarried. 

b. I chose this thinking skill because the war affected the life of each of the   

       above mentioned characters.  

OR: 

15.  a. Keller blamed Chris for being spoiled. He said Chris didn't understand how money  

was made and was too idealistic.  Joe believed that Larry understood the business 

world and that money was sometimes made in unethical and immoral ways. He 

thought that the business was important for Larry. He thought that Larry would 

not behave like Chris when he heard the truth. 

b. Unlike Joe's opinion, Chris was not really idealistic and was ready to compromise.   

He didn't see the point in punishing his father. 

OR:  

Joe was mistaken about Larry. Larry was the idealist in the family. He acted in the 

most extreme way possible when he found out the truth about his father - he 

committed suicide.  

 

 



 

 

 

D.    The Wave / Morton Rhue 

 

16. She wrote an editorial condemning The Wave and exposing how dangerous and 

mindless it was.   

17. He wants the team to adopt The Wave's principles of community, equality and 

discipline.  He hopes they will change the team members attitude.  

18.The novel tells us how in a very short time regular, normative students turn into an 

organized group that follows a leader blindly and without question. It (the group), 

doesn't accept any opposition, moves to suppress (לדכא) freedom of speech by using 

intimidation and violence and some of its members threaten to stop anyone who 

speaks against it. We don't know how far they would have gone if the experiment 

had been allowed to continue. But it proves that David was wrong and that history 

can repeat itself. 

19. a.  Thinking skill I chose: Comparing and contrasting 

Ben ends the experiment by showing the students the documentary film he 

showed them on the first lesson. He wants them to be aware that they are no 

different than the Nazis who followed their leader blindly and caused one of the 

greatest disasters in history. He wants to teach them not to obey the orders of a 

leader blindly and to think for themselves.    

          b.In order to answer this question I had to compare between the Nazis and Ben's 

students who followed him blindly.   

OR: 

        20.  a. Robert was the class loser. By making him a role model, Ben hoped to raise 

Robert's self-esteem. He also wanted to help him become part of the students' 

society.  

b. Laurie changed her mind about The Wave when she read the anonymous  

letter telling how a junior was intimidated into joining the movement. In 

addition, her father told her that a (Jewish) boy was beaten up because he 

refused to join The Wave or criticized it.   

 

 

 



 

 

 

Part III (30 points) 

21. Rules of the Game / Amy Tan 

The description fits not only Amy Tan's mother, but also Waverly's mother, Mrs. 

Jong. Like Amy Tans mother, Mrs. Jong has a suitable saying for every occasion. For 

example, "Strongest wind cannot be seen". Mrs. Jong too urges Waverly to work 

hard and to be successful. She expects her to behave according to Chinese code of 

behavior (to be obedient, polite and to respect her elders). Mrs. Jong like Amy Tan's 

mother is hard to please. She explains to Waverly how to improve her chess playing 

("Next time win more, lose less.") even though she understands nothing about 

chess. When Waverly tells her she can't thing while her mother is standing over her, 

Mrs. Jong shows her displeasure by retreating to the kitchen, making loud noised 

with the pans and pots.  

 

 

22. The Enemy / Pearl S. Buck 

In the story the Enemy, Pearl S. Buck presents Sadao as a person who was born good 

and wishes neither to be killed nor to kill. Sadao instinctively treats the wounded 

American even though he is his enemy. Later on he and his wife take the American 

home, operate on him and nurse him to health. Sadao cannot endure the thought 

that assassins will come to his home and kill the American. In the conflict between 

Sadao's patriotism and nationalism, Sadao's humanitarian values have the upper 

hand.  Sadao is an example of the common goodness that Peal S. Buck finds in 

mankind.  

 

 


