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Part 1 

1. (ii) 

2. We know that there is no one at Roger's house to look after him because his face 

is dirty and his hair is not combed. He is 14 years old. He lives in Harlem, New 

York. 

3. (iii) 

4. I think the story is called "Thank you ma'am" because of the gratitude that Roger 

feels towards Mrs. Jones after everything she has done for him (despite the fact 

that he tried to steal her purse at the beginning). 

I think that gratitude, in addition to Mrs. Jones's unique attitude, are two central 

messages of the story. 

5. Thinking skill I chose: Inferring.  

This quote changes our opinion of Mrs. Jones because until that moment, we 

don't know anything about her, besides her external appearance. 

When she says that, we can understand where she is coming from, in the way 

that she chose to treat Roger, which shows that she knows what he's going 

through. 

This is actually the first hint that we get about her past/background which we can 

sense that is not so different than Roger's. 

6. a. I think she did this because she felt for Roger, and maybe even knew what he 

was going through. I think that by giving him the money she shows him that she 

wanted to help him more than anything else. 

Moreover, right afterwards, she tells Roger: "Shoes that come in a devilish way 

will burn your feet", to emphasize that there is a right way to get what you want in 

life. 

b. It affected Roger in a way that made him feel that she trusts him. We can learn 

that from the phrase: "He did not want to be mistrusted". He had a chance to run  

away while he was not in her sight but he didn't,. She was standing with her back 

to him to show him that he was trustworthy. 

 

Part II 

7. (ii) 

8. In lines 6-10 the traveler decides to take the road less travelled by. 

9. (ii) 

10. "I shall be telling this with a sigh", "And that has made all the difference". 
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11. Thinking skill: Compare and Contrast. 

In this poem the speaker has to choose between the two roads. 

In order to do so, he compares the roads to see which is better for him. We can 

compare this situation to our everyday lives. 

When we have to make a decision, we can compare and contrast the options we 

have to see which is the best. In the poem, the speaker saw that both roads were 

attractive, but the second one was less travelled by, meaning that less people 

chose to walk there. The same thing applies to our lives. When we have to 

choose whether to take the conventional way or the less popular, more risky and 

adventurous way. 

12. a. We can infer from the poem that making the decision was hard for the 

speaker. 

From the quote: "long I stood", we understand that he had to think for quite a 

long time about which way he wanted to take. 

b. At the end of the poem the speaker says that he "shall be telling this with a 

sigh". We can infer that this is a sigh of satisfaction which means he is happy 

with the choice he has made. 

 Another way to understand it is that this is a sigh of regret. Maybe the speaker is 

unsatisfied and has doubts about his decisions. He keeps wondering what would 

have happened if he had chosen otherwise. 

 

Part III 

  Introduction to Poetry/Billy Collins 

Introduction to Poetry is a poem about how we should read a poem. In the poem, 

the poet encourages readers to enjoy poetry, to enjoy the sounds, the colors and 

the words. He wants us to worry less about what every word means. When 

people read poetry, they immediately look for its meaning. This is the problem 

presented in the poem. 

The fact that we spend our time analyzing and understanding the poem prevents 

us from enjoying the experience. The quote says that a poem takes you from one 

place to the next, just like transportation does. At the end of the poem, the reader 

should be in a different understanding from where he was at the beginning. A 

reader of a poem should let the poem take him wherever the poet wants him to. 

When the reader lets the meaning come to him, he will find himself in a totally 

different place from where he started… 


