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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (60 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the text below and then answer questions 1-9.

TAXIS OF THE FUTURE?
| Last Monday, Anna Wilson returned to Phoenix, Arizona, after a business trip abroad. At the
airport a taxi was waiting to take her home, and she got into the soft, comfortable back seat.
In front of her in the taxi was a mini computer screen. Touching it, Wilson adjusted the temperature
and chose some quiet music. Then she relaxed for the rest of the ride. When she arrived home,

5  she did not thank the driver. But she was not being rude — there was simply no driver to thank.

II  The vehicle Wilson went home in is known as a "robotaxi." Robotaxis have special cameras
and lasers. These devices see everything on the street in all directions at the same time — something
a single pair of human eyes can never do. All the data is continuously sent to a powerful computer
inside the car. Using this information, the computer decides moment by moment how to drive

10 the robotaxi safely to its destination.

III Phoenix was the first city in the world where robotaxis were used. In 2020, there were
thirty on its streets. Only five years later, there were already 1,500. During those years, robotaxi
companies began to operate in other major cities in the USA and in China. Now they are expanding
their services to many more cities, including several in Europe. Transportation experts predict this

15 trend will continue, with robotaxis operating in most major cities in the world by 2040.

IV "These predictions seem surprising when you realize that people are very worried about
the safety of driverless vehicles," says transportation journalist Steven Travis. "When such cars
were tested on roads in the USA in 2017, surveys showed that most people were unwilling to
ride in one. They didn't even want to be anywhere near one that was moving. And recent surveys

20 show the same level of concern still exists today."

V  Aware of such concerns, robotaxi companies have been taking various measures to increase
public trust in the safety of their vehicles. One common strategy, for example, is to offer free rides
to a few hundred local people and ask for their feedback. "Those passengers see for themselves

1

how safe and comfortable the drive is," says Travis. "And they also tell other people about it. As

25  the news spreads, more and more people are willing to ride in a robotaxi."

VI The measures taken by the companies have proved to be successful. "People who ride even
once in a robotaxi do change their minds," says Travis. "One survey, for example, showed that
these people no longer worried about safety issues. Moreover, they said they enjoyed travelling in
a robotaxi and would recommend it to friends. So it seems that the predictions regarding robotaxis

30 are justified. In coming years, we may indeed see these vehicles everywhere."

4 Ty /5 Tmya qwnn/

Vo

N7

-,
4

S

-~
7.

»

AW
<

A 5/
\'/f}
/, prd

I

)

X4
=

-~
“le VY

4

N\
P

7,
\
td

=
N

\
/

o A\
\’\,
AWAY

\I

Xld

&

~

-

<!
(<
/,

) ’/
275
~

S ‘\/

/\

=y
\
7>

Y
Lo?.
Ry
\R
-7

\

-

e VY

/
7

-
\\
N
/

N

7
N

rd
=
A/
Fd
"
\ /.

/
-\

&)
Z

-
g
\I

/\

\
Ny,
=l
A

[P
~
pd

/,

N,
o=\
‘1{ P
i

\
“lun V)

(4

I

2

N

/

I
N

S\T=y

~

\"/1/ \

7

7
>
Ns=y

/\
N

/\
NN\
-\

~
pa

I

TS

. /:: /)

(4

2

177,
Vo V) N Zle/,
7\\’//\ - \}\/\/’:‘/’?,/1

N

-,
N7

2




/I/\\

=\
ly =t/
—-—

4

~
Al

PXd
LA

\.
N

/

‘4';,
(LR

4.

rd
~

\7

»

A
-~
lr=t-

P
N/

~'\

\ 277 </=

PN
> ¢

»

\’/ \Y e
V) I/I Y

V, /= NS\
(A< AAIY

\2Z.
)

.

M
S

/

\{

7,
-

>

-2
\

=

/.
2\

A)
N/
Al

-

Z/ 7y

\S\ 77,
7y

‘4';
It~

/,

1

rd
~

\”

O W) JI (655 A8 ) ¢ HHTHHTHE 5 nynannvroos xoans Y 97 PYOn

16584 'O1N 19WN YR TPDIIN

QUESTIONS (60 points)
Answer questions 1-9 in English, according to the text. In questions 1, 4, 5§ and 8, circle the number of

the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. What do we learn from paragraph I?

i)  When Wilson moved to Phoenix.

ii) How Wilson ordered the taxi.

iii) Why Wilson's taxi did not have a driver.

iv) Why Wilson went abroad. (5 points)
2.  Why did Wilson touch the screen of the mini computer in the taxi?

Give ONE answer from paragraph 1.

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

) §o I ) 1 (53 o (o IO PR .
(7 points)

3. According to paragraph II, what can't a human driver do?

COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

PN 010D 0021 o W e 5 A 74 G ST

(8 points)

4. What do we learn about robotaxis from paragraph II?
i)  When they might need human drivers.
ii)  What their computers do with data from the cameras.
iii) How passengers inform them where they want to go.
iv) What kinds of roads they can drive on. (5 points)
5. What do we learn about Phoenix from paragraph I1I?
i) Several robotaxi companies have been operating there.
ii) Many transportation experts work there.
iii) The number of robotaxis there has increased quickly.
iv) It has links with major cities in China.

(6 points)

6. According to paragraph III, what is happening in some cities in Europe?

AN S E R Lttt et ettt e et et et et e ettt e et e aa et et e e er et e et aaaannn .
(8 points)
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According to Travis, what worries people today about driverless cars? (paragraph IV)
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COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

\77/<
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(7 points)
What are we told in paragraph V?
What makes a ride in a robotaxi comfortable.
Why robotaxi companies give people free rides.
How people send feedback to robotaxi companies.
Why people regularly use robotaxis. .
(6 points)
What does Travis explain in paragraph VI? Give ONE answer.
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.
He eXPlains WhY .....ooiii e e .
(8 points)
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PART II: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (40 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

IMPORTANT: You may use words and/or phrases from the text in Part I.

However, you must NOT copy a sentence or sentences from the text.

Write 100—120 words in English on the following topic.

10. Would you and/or people you know like to ride in a robotaxi?

Write a composition explaining why or why not.
1nbsna

Use this page and the next (pages 7-8) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your final version here. If necessary, you may use page 10 as well.
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