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PART I: WRITTEN RECEPTION (60 points)
(ACCESS TO INFORMATION FROM WRITTEN TEXTS)

Read the article below and then answer questions 1-9.

BEES AND APPLE TREES

I It is a cold morning late in March in northern Italy, and pink and white flowers are just
beginning to open on the apple trees. In the distance, snow can still be seen on the surrounding
mountains. Every year this beautiful sight attracts thousands of tourists, many of whom join
guided tours of the apple orchards. On these tours, organized by local farmers, they taste samples

5  of the region's high-quality apples and learn how the fruit is grown.

II  When visitors walk through the orchards in March, they see dozens of bees flying around,
transferring pollen® from flower to flower. Many of the visitors know that bees play this
essential role in the development of fruit from the flowers. However, when they look more
closely, something surprises them. "They expect to see honeybees — the only pollinators™ they
10 learned about in school," says apple farmer Marco Conti. "Instead, they see black shiny bees.
These are wild bees known as mason bees, and they are the only ones that can pollinate™ flowers in

cold weather. But in April, when it's warmer, I bring in honeybees in hives to join the mason bees."

IIT Pollinating the earliest flowers is not the only advantage mason bees have over honeybees.
As Conti tells his visitors, they also carry much more pollen as they fly between flowers.
15 "As a result, almost all the flowers that a mason bee visits get the pollen they need to produce

fruit," he says. "Honeybees visiting flowers have a much lower rate of success."

IV Conti then explains to his visitors why farmers don't rely exclusively on mason bees. "First
of all, these bees fly only a few hundred meters," he says. "This means they pollinate only a
relatively small part of large orchards like mine. Honeybees, on the other hand, fly several
20 kilometers, so they can pollinate all my trees. Besides, with both types of bee in the orchard
you get a wonderful effect on fruit production. At harvest time there are many more apples,

most of them large and crisp — just the way people want them."

V  Among the many attractions of Conti's orchard are the beautiful flowers that grow between
the trees. Conti had planted them following guidelines developed by scientists over the past
25 ten years. The guidelines help apple farmers throughout Europe improve the mason bees'
health. For example, planting different types of flowers ensures that the bees get all the essential

nutrients they need. These are never provided by a single type of flower.

VI The guidelines are also aimed at increasing the population of mason bees. One of their
recommendations, for example, is the use of so-called "bee hotels" — carefully designed structures
30 where female mason bees lay their eggs. Built of rows of small wooden tubes, these structures
help protect the bees developing inside from various dangers, including certain birds that eat
them. "I'm one of several apple farmers around here who have put bee hotels in our orchards,"
says Conti. "And now we all have mason bees in much larger numbers. That is great news for us,

of course, and also for apple lovers."

* pollen — Cub\ HLs / DM9 Npar * pollinator — cp.l,i (3,5>)/ Pann (pn) * pollinate — CLE /AN
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QUESTIONS (60 points)
Answer questions 1-9 in English according to the article. In questions 1,3,4 and 9,

circle the number of the correct answer. In the other questions, follow the instructions.

1. What are we told about northern Italy in paragraph 1?

1) Why this region is suitable for growing apples.

ii)  Why this region is popular with tourists in March.

i) What its farmers do to grow high-quality apples.

iv) What its climate is like throughout the year. (6 points)
2.  According to Conti, why do visitors to his orchard expect to see honeybees? (paragraph II)

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

BOCAUSE . e et e e e e et e e e et —aeat——aaaa——atar———., .
(8 points)

3.  What do we learn about honeybees from paragraph I1?

i)  Why they live in hives.

il)  Why many farmers do not need them.

iil) Why they replace mason bees in the orchards.

iv) Why they are not in the orchards in cold weather. (6 points)
4. What difference between mason bees and honeybees does Conti present in paragraph II1?

A difference in (-).

i)  the time of day they start pollinating

ii) the type of flowers they prefer

ii1) the amount of pollen they carry

iv) the number of times they visit each flower (6 points)
5. According to Conti, why do apple farmers need honeybees in addition to mason bees in the

orchard? Base your answer on lines 17-20.

COMPLETE THE ANSWER.

I OTART 10 -ttt ettt e e e e e e ettt et e e e e e e e e e st eeeeeeeeeeeeeaaans .
(8 points)
6. According to Conti, what apples do people want? (paragraph IV)
COMPLETE THE ANSWER.
(0 1TCT R 1 -1 SRS OO PP PP PP RRUOPPPPPPPP .
(6 points)
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7. What can apple farmers do to improve mason bees' health?
Give ONE answer from paragraph V.
COMPLETE THE SENTENCE.

011G OO OO TP P O PP PPPPPUUPRRRPPPPPN .
(8 points)

8. What danger to developing mason bees is mentioned in paragraph VI?

FaNA ) AT 2 S S PR PPPR .
(6 points)

9. What do we learn from paragraph VI about bee hotels?
i)  When farmers began using them.
il)  Why most of them are made of wood.
iil) How they have helped farmers.

iv) How their design attracts female bees. .
(6 points)
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PART II: WRITTEN PRODUCTION (40 points)
(WRITTEN PRESENTATION)

Write 120—140 words in English on the following topic.

10. Working or studying in a group can be better than doing so alone. Do you agree with this
statement?
Write a composition stating and explaining your opinion. You may relate to your own experience

and/or that of others.
1nbsna

Use this page and the next (pages 7-8) for writing a rough draft.
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Write your final version here. If necessary, you may use page 10 as well.
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